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External or Internal Focus?  
 Isaiah 58:1ñ12 addresses two types of people and communi-
ties, and thereby gives us the example of two types of churches.  The 
first type are those that are internally focused, as illustrated by fasting 
and seeking God in only a personal way while doing nothing about the 
needs around them.  The second type are those who are externally fo-
cused, as demonstrated by giving themselves to God through giving 
themselves in service to others.  Obviously, Jesus was pretty big on 
serviceñóthe Son of man came not to be served, but to serve.ó 

 All over the country churches are asking themselves questions 
as to why they are not growing.  Praise God, the Holy Spirit is helping 
many churches reclaim their direction by reconnecting with the Scrip-
ture, and the lessons it has for the churchñin ALL generations.  In 
July, we will, as a congregation, consider the book The Externally Fo-
cused Church by Rick Rusaw, Senior minister at LifeBridge Christian 
Church in Longmont, Colorado.  This book was chosen by Bishop Coyner and Mark Gough, Conference 
Director for Church Development, as one of the books being used by the nearly 240 UMC churches in 
Indiana who have begun the process of the Fruitful Congregations journey. 

 One of the very interesting tidbits in this book comes in discussing the target audiences of exter-
nally focused churches.  Rusaw writes, òwhile everyone outside the church is a potential ministry focus, the 
externally focused church focuses church moves toward two specific groups. 

1. The first group is those on the margins.  God does, in fact, have a special place in His heart for those 
on the margins of society, and a plan for his people to minister to these broken people.  Incredibly, 
there are over 400 biblical passages demonstrating Godõs concern for orphans, widows, prisoners, 
aliens, the homeless, the poor, the starving, the sick, the addicted, and the disabled.  So, to get on 
Godõs side, how do we care for marginal people at Mt. Comfort Church? 

2. The second recipient of an externally focused churchõs energy is the CITY.  Externally focused churches 
have moved beyond the mentality of òfinding faultó with people, groups, and the culture to wanting 
to be a blessing to the city and people.  Recent language from some churches has iterated òtaking 
back our citiesó for God, but this language sounds like we are at war with the cities.  Instead, how do 
we at Mt. Comfort bless our county and its people?  In fact, externally focused churches bring beauty 
to their communities.  For our future, letõs begin thinking about becoming externally focused, AND 
in joining God in what HE is already doing here. 

 

In His Name, 

Pastor Reid        
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D AYTIME M INISTRIES 

PAT ZARSE—DIRECTOR 

DAYTIME MINISTRIES 

If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 

themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and 

will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

Surprise!  In my readings I just discovered that the òPledge of 
Allegianceó that we all recite is not the original version.  As a 
matter of fact, it has been revised twice.  This is the original 

version: 
I pledge allegiance to my flag, 

And the Republic for which it stands, 

One nation indivisible-with liberty and justice for all. 

Francis Bellamy, 1892 

 The first revision was made on June 14, 1923 at the 
First National Flag Conference in Washington, D.C.  The 
words òmy flagó were changed to òthe flag of the United States.ó  
The Pledge of Allegiance was officially recognized by Congress 
in 1942.  The second revision occurred in June of 1954.  An 
amendment added the words òunder God.ó     

 How many times do we hear òGod Bless America?ó  
The above scripture tells us what God requires for our great 
country to be blessed.  Think about this as we prepare to cele-
brate July 4, Independence Day, with our picnics, outings, and 
fireworks.  Think about our freedom to worship; and pray for 
those who are oppressed and fear for their lives when worship-
ping our Awesome God. 

 Sorry, this is a repeat from last year.  I think itõs worth 
reading again.  

 

Serving HIM, 

 Pat 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

PAT ZARSE 

 There are still openings for all ages (2-4) in the pre-
school.  Registration is $75.00.  I will be happy to meet with 
anyone over the summer to answer questions, see the facility, 
and register.  

Tuesday, August 23, 7 PM ð PM 4õs & PM 3õs, Wednesday, 
August 24, 7 PM ð AM 4õs & M,W 3õs, Thursday, August 25, 
7 PM ð T,TH 3õs, Monday, August 29, 6:30 PM - Tuesday 
2õs, Wednesday, August 31, 6:30 PM ð Thursday 2õs, Thurs-
day, September 1, 6:30 PM ð Friday 2õs.  The first week of 
classes are August 29 ð Sept. 2. 

O RIENTATIONSñPAT ZARSE 

CHILDCARE 

Pat Zarse 

We are few in numbers, but that will all change in August when 
school starts.  Our first òWATER DAYó was a big hit even with 
clouds in the sky.  Our new staff is coming up with some new 
curriculum for the summer.  We will incorporate dance with our 
music theme and explore Christian clowning.  The kids will have 
fun!!!   
 We welcome Vonda Bartholemew as our new chef.  
Her daughter was married at Mt. Comfort a few years ago, but 
since moved from the area.  Vonda is also working a few hours in 
childcare through the summer.   

H YMN  SING  SUNDAY !! 

Elaine Holloway 

Do you have a favorite 
Hymn? 
 
Sunday, August 14th is a 
Hymn Sing Sunday! 
 
Weõll sing a verse of every-
oneõs favorite during Sunday 
worship. 
Look up your favorites and 
come prepared to make 
your request. 

http://www.sodahead.com/united-states/sodahead-slideshow-too-rich-to-rule-the-country/blog-333731/
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July & August Birthdays  

Michael Batta  7-05 
Jerin Meredith 
Sharon Kingen  7-06 
Grayson Estes  7-07 
Larry Bright 
Ernie Alder  7-12 
Janet Muffler 
Carol Simmerman  7-13 
Melinda Waymire  7-14 
Pat Nigh   7-15 
Marilynn B-S Walker  
David Waymire  7-20 
Shirley 
Helen Pryor  7-22 
Ryan Sullivan 
Micki Chatman  7-24 
Jack McKinney 
Virginia Waymire  7-27 
Scott Fentz  7-30 
Bill Muffler  7-31 
Patty Johnson 
Elaine Holloway 

Sandi Hudson        8-02 
Don Waymire        8-04 
Greg Neer        8-08 
Darrell Berry        8-09 
Ben Thompson        8-10 
Steve Wilkinson 
Pat Moore 
Joyce Ellenberger        8-11 
Shirley Cohron        8-17 
Alison Copeland 
Kirk Voelkel        8-18 
LillieMae Vasquez          8-21 
Jordan Kendall        8-23 
Gail Malloy        8-25 
Wanda White        8-26 
Linda Fugate        8-28 
Jarrod Beeson        8-29 
Carla Alder 
Paul Lillyblade        8-30 
Autumn Ferrill 
William Meredith 
Amy Waymire 

July & August Anniversaries  

Chuck and Jo Sullivan  July 01 
Dan & Marcy Green  July 06 
William & Heather Meredith July 08 
Gary & Heather Johnson  July 09 
Ron & Amy Hoeppner  July 14 
Ernie & Betty Alder  July 17 
Tom & Carol Seng  July 24 
Paul & Carol Lillyblade  July 26 

Dale & Rhonda Pleak  August 02 
Joe & Jane King   August 06 
Gene & Mary Springer  August 08 
Bruce & Cindy Kendall  August 17 
Reid & Marilynn Walker  August 21 
Jack & Sandy Abel  August 27 
Roger & Sandi Hudson  August 31 
 
   

Notes from the music director  

Elaine holloway 

 Special thanks to those who have already provided special music for us during the summer months and to those who will 

continue to do so throughout the month of August. 

 òI was glad when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lordó.  Psalms 122:1 

 I hope youõve found the services meaningful and that youõre challenged to find ways to be plugged in to God to find that 
sense of peace He promises.  I hope that Pastor Reid has challenged us all to go out and serve one another and to be the hands of 
Jesus.  Will you be that servant who has the friendly face and speaks words of welcome to guests who come to worship at MCUMC?  
Will you be the servant to ask others to join us on Sunday morning for worship?  Will you be that servant who calls a member who 
hasnõt been attending lately to check on them?  Will you be that servant who is supportive of ideas to help the growth and kind spirit 
of MCUMC?  Will you be the servant to help a stranger in need or to volunteer for services needed within our own congregation?  I 
hope that we all could answer yes to these questions and that we would love each other as Christ has 
loved us! 
 
 Dave and I have both grown spiritually so much since joining MCUMC and thank Pastor 
Reid for sharing his incredible gift of spiritual guidance.  And, thank you for being our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 
 The choirs will resume their normal rehearsal schedule on Wednesday, August 17th with 
Kidsõ Chimes at 5:30 p.m., Bells at 6:30 p.m. and Chancel Choir at 7:30 p.m.  Please help me with 
the music by joining one of these groups yourself, bringing your children or getting on the band 
wagon by joining the praise team at Sunday morning rehearsals at 8:15 a.m.  
 

 So, until then, keep singing! 
Your Music Director,        
  Elaine         
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Lifetime Service to church and community  

Rose McKinney 

On Sunday, June 13, 2011, Mildred Kingen was rec-
ognized with the Towel and Basin Award for a lifetime 
of service to church and community.  Her daughter, 
Sharon Kingen, received the award on her behalf.  
Mildred was preceded in death by her husband, Dennis 
òDinkó Kingen 

Pid, as she was known most of her life by all who knew 
her, was born and raised in the area.  It is where she 
and her husband lived and raised a daughter, Sharon.  
She became a member of Mt. Comfort Methodist 
Church on April 18, 1951, and she was òfully committed to the churchó ever since that day. 

Pid contributed to the community as she prepared and served the food for many of the 
children growing up in this area at Mt. Comfort School (the original); first as her mother 
Gertrude Sniderõs assistant and then as head cook.  She moved to Mt. Vernon Middle 
School and was head cook there as well.  During those years she worked with her husband 
at the Gun Club (at roads 600N and 500W) preparing the food and serving the people who 
participated in trap shooting there.  (They celebrated the Gun Clubõs 50th anniversary in 
2009.)  Daughter Sharon was an excellent trap shooter.  They hosted state shoots as well as 
the regular weekend shoots.  She was active in the McCordsville Eastern Star, serving as 
Worthy Matron, and helped start the Rainbow Daughters and served as a Mother Advisor.  
She took care of her father-in-law until his death at 99, and her husband during his illness.  

She helped Sharon through her 4-H years and was a best friend to her throughout her life.  Then she learned to do china painting in 
the 1980õs with the help of a niece.  Some of her creations have been given as prizes and awards. 

Pid's ability as a cook was also one of the ways she served Mt. Comfort 
Church.  She helped with the Smorgasbords for which the church was fa-
mous throughout the area.  She was chair of the Funeral Dinner Commit-
tee.  She kept records from the first one she planned in 1983 (Alan Eastes) 
to the last in 1996 (Nile Bennett), with many other dinners served in be-
tween for many of our members.  She helped children in the church school 
and VBS, bowled with the church in a league on Sunday evenings.  She 
planned the monthly communion while on the Worship Committee, sang 
in the choir for several years, helped at the fair food tent, made articles to 

sell at the UMWõs Bazaars, and was on the Administrative Board and Pastor-Parish Committees.  She was church Treasurer during 
the Bellmore years, in the era of remodeling and additions to the church. 

 One of her greatest contributions was acting as church historian.  At the time of the bi-centennial celebrations of Mt. 
Comfort United Methodist Church, she compiled a booklet with the history of our church, with the help of her daughter Sharon.  
It is available for anyone to read as it has been updated. 

 Thanks, Pid, for all your valuable contributions to our church.  We appreciate your service and dedication throughout 
your life. 

The Towel and Basin Award 
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2011 Upward Soccer ñ A Reflection  

Kenny Thompson 

   Praise the Lord! 

   Seventy-five (75) children were given the opportunity this season to grow 
mentally and physically, but most importantly, spiritually.  When kids are 
placed in a situation to excel without fear of failure, introduced to Jesus in many cases for the first time, taught respect for their 
peers and make friendships, oh yeah some soccer as well, you certainly have a winning combination!  Upward provides this and 
much more. 

   Our second season brought a ratio of 60% returning and 40% new players.  
Twelve teams representing four different age groups took to the fields each 
week for one day of practice and a game on Saturday.  Game day brings many 
smiles and excitement for both the players and parents alike.  Prior to the 
start of each game, the parents are asked to form two lines in the shape of a 
tunnel and as the playerõs names are called, they run through the tunnel ex-
changing high fives, low fives and receiving loud applause.  This is the Kodak 
moment each week.  Believe me when I say, òThis never gets old.ó 

   One of our goals this season was to make the half time devotions more ef-
fective.  Several blessings made this possible.  First, a wonderful new sound 
system was provided through generous donations.  Second, our own Kathy 
Bennett was inspired by God to write a series of weekly devotions that mir-
rored all of what Upward represents.  Third, our announcer, òThe Voiceó, 
Dale Dickson, read the devotions aloud with passion.  His personal reflections, 
as he shared Godõs love and grace, set a mood of peace and joy.  At any given 
Saturday during the devotion time, no less than 35 people would gather under 
the shelter and share a few moments together listening to Godõs word.  It was 
a special time to grow together as disciples for our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

   On the evening of June 1st, we held our season-end awards celebration.  
Over 225 were in attendance; players, parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters 
and friends packed the Family Life Center.  One of the eveningõs highlights 
was an hour long performance by veteran ventriloquist, Gene Cordova.  Gene 
entertained the audience with two special friends, Puppy and Bongo.  He also 
made fantastic balloon animals and had both the kids and adults holding their 
sides with laughter.  He shared a gospel message throughout the evening and 
led the crowd in the prayer of salvation.  The kids were also presented a nice 
Upward backpack for their participation.  It should be useful this fall as the kids return to school. 

   To everyone who supported Upward this season in many different ways, 
may you take joy in knowing that you have invested in these kids not only 
now, but also in their future.  I have no doubt that our program will con-
tinue to grow.  With growth comes the need for additional help.  God has 
blessed our church with an opportunity of enormous potential, and I can 
assure you that the blessings that you give and receive are multiplied many, 
many times in return.  I would be happy to answer any questions and share 
how God has changed my life through Upward. 

   In His service, 

   Kenny Thompson 

òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the 

LORD, òplans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.ó   Jeremiah 29:11 



 

 
VACATION 

BIBLE 

SCHOOL  
Check it out!   
PandaMania is comingñ 
July 25ñ29.  Kids ages 3 years 
through 4th grade.  Come see what 
itõs all about.   

Parents, grandparents, teenagersñ
come and help out!  

Check with Amy Hoeppner (317-
345-4997) or  

Pat Shreve (317-508-4393) to see 
how you can help. 

Registration slips are in the Narthex 
and the office or you may call Amy 
or Pat.  Donõt miss it! 
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